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Re: Opposition No. 2000-74518 

(Japanese Patent No. 3055778; 
Japanese Patent Application No, 
Sumitomo 3M Ref.: RI98079 



10-343839) 



Dear Mr. Bond: 

This is to inform you that we have received a Notice of 
Reasons for Revocation dated July 6, 2001 (mailed July 17, 
2001), regarding the above-identified patent. 



The time. limit for response is October 17, 2001. The 
time limit may be extended for three months, if necessary. 
No further extension is permitted. We will extend the time 
limit if we do not receive your instructions in good time. 



In the Notice of Reasons for Revocation, the collegial 
body of trial examiners has concluded that this patent should 
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be revoked due to a violation of Article 29, paragraph 2, 
i.e. lack of inventive step over prior art, and 
Article 29-bis, i.e. non-first disclosure. 

With regard to claims 1 to 3 , referring to Japanese 
Patent Application No. 8-195780 cited as prior application by 
Akamatsu and Takatsuka, the trial examiners have deemed that 
the invention of claims 1 to 3 is substantially the same as 
that of JPA'780, because JPA'780 includes the following 
descriptions: 

(i) In order to remove fat and oils on the skin surface 
in makeup, "cleaning paper" is used. 

(ii) The selective oil absorbent is prepared from a 
solution of polyolefin or a polyolefin composition. 

(iii) The gel-like shaped products are subjected to 
stretching. The stretching may be constant-width uniaxial or 
biaxial stretching. 

(iv) The polyolefin microporous membranes have a void 
content of 30 to 95%, a mean through-hole diameter of 0.001 
to 1 \xm and a tensile strength at break of not less than 
500 kg/cm 2 . Further, the thickness of the polyolefin 
microporous membranes is generally about 5 to 50 (am, although 
it may be selected depending upon use of the membranes. 

(v) A polyethylene microporous membrane having a void 
content of 4 0%, a mean through-hole diameter of 0.03 |u.m and a 

thickness of 25 \xm was obtained. 

(vi) In the evaluation of oil absorption, ©means that 
the membrane becomes transparent as a result of immediate oil 
absorption . 
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(vii) The selective oil absorbent is useful as an oil 
absorbent paper and an oil cleaning material. 

with regard to claims 4, 5 and 7, the examiners have 
stated that they can not enjoy the benefit of priority of 
Japanese Patent Application No, 9-335451 filed December 5, 
1997, because claims 4, 5 and 7 were newly added in Japanese 
Patent Application No. 10-343839 filed December 3, 1998, 
claiming the priority of JPA'451, and thus Japanese 
Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 10-15304 
corresponding to JPA'780 can be applied to claims 4, 5 and 7. 

Based on the above, the trial examiners have deemed that 
the invention of claims 4, 5 and 7 could have been easily 
conceived of by combining JPP'304 and Japanese Examined 
Patent Publication (Kokoku) No. 6-25277 cited by Takatsuka 
and also in view of well-known technologies in the field, 
because JPP'304 includes the above descriptions (i) to (vii), 
JPP'277 teaches treatment of a porous stretched film with a 
hydrophilic liquid-absorbing substance (surfactant) and 
formation of films and sheets having excellent moisture 
absorbing properties, and application of a coating on a 
surface of films is conventional in the field of film 
formation. 

Within the time limit, we can submit an argument or 
request a correction of the specification or drawings, or 
both. However, such correction is limited to the restriction 
of claims, correction of errors in the descriptions or 
incorrect translations, and clarification of ambiguous 
descriptions. Any correction of the specification or 
drawings may not be such as to substantially broaden or 
change the claims. 

With regard to preparation of an argument and 
correction, we will discuss thus with Sumitomo 3M Ltd. , while 
remaining in contact with you. 
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We enclose a copy of the Notice of Reasons for 
Revocation. If you need an English translation thereof, 
please do not hesitate to let us know. 



Very truly yours, 




Takashi Ishida 
A. AOKI, ISHIDA & ASSOCIATES 
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